FINAL PREPARATIONS  FOR  WAR

in return: "Ports cannot be used as base for sup-
plies and coal. Ships hornewrard bound could get
them. Japan would concede nothing beyond strict
neutrality/'

If I had acted on the secretary's advice, not only
should we have given a sensitive nation offence, but
our squadron might have suffered a good deal of in-
convenience. Having Minister Buck's cable, I knew
that we were right in thinking that there was no de-
pendence for a base except on Chinese ports. In
answer to the first inquiry made of the commanding
officer of the Monocacy at Shanghai he said that he
could obtain the supplies, but that there would be
international complications in time of war. I told
him that international complications, where the
China of that day was concerned, were a secondary
consideration and to go ahead.

In accordance with the department's consent I
bought the steamer Zafiro as a supply ship, but I
did not comply with the department's suggestion to
man and arm the Zafiro and the Nanshan. This
would have given them the status of American naval
vessels and therefore made them subject to the
restrictions of neutrality laws, not to mention that
they could have been made of no real value as fight-
ing units. We registered them as American mer-
chant-steamers, and by clearing them for Guam,
then almost a mythical country, we had a free hand
in sending them to English, Japanese, or Chineseder had actually no base to fall back
